Having thus described our invention, what we claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is: 

1 . A method for establishing communications between first and second parties through the 
intermediary of a server device, said method comprising the steps of: 

a) generating a request initiated by a first party for establishing a communications channel 
over a first communications network between said first party and a second party; 

b) interrupting receipt of said request and translating the request into a data network 
object; and, 

c) sending the network object to the second party via a second communications network, 
said network object enabling a second party to communicate acceptance of communicating 
with said first party upon receipt thereof or at a future time back to said server device; and, 

d) upon receipt of said acceptance, initiating via said server device, creation of a 
communications channel between the first and second parties. 

2. The method for establishing communications as claimed in Claim 1, whereby the establishment 
of said communications channel is synchronous. 

3. The method for establishing communications as claimed in Claim 1, wherein said server device is 
connected to both said first and second networks, said second party accepting a network object's 
request and communicating this acceptance to the server device via the second network. 

4. The method for establishing communications as claimed in Claim 1, wherein said first 
communications network is a telephone communications network and said second network is a 
data communications network, said network object including said request appearing on a second 
party's attached network device. 

5. The method for establishing communications as claimed in Claim 1> wherein said first 
communications and second communications networks are data networks, said first party 
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initiating establishment of a communications connection with the second party using a computer 
application, said network object including said request appearing on a second party's attached 
network device. 

6. The method for establishing communications as claimed in Claim 1, wherein said network object 
enables a second party to reject the request, said method further including generating a rejection 
message for display on a first party's attached network device. 

7. The method for establishing communications as claimed in Claim 1 , further including the step of 
translating the rejection message from text into voice message and playing the translated voice 
message to the first party over an attached communications device via said first communications 
network. 

8. The method for establishing communications as claimed in Claim 1, further comprising the step 
of: enabling a second party to generate a return message for receipt by said first party via said 
network object. 

9. The method for establishing communications as claimed in Claim 1, further including the step of: 
providing a listening application for determining availability of a second party via said second 
communications network, wherein said sending step d) further comprises establishing a socket 
connection to said listening application for delivering said request to the second party. 

10. The method for establishing communications as claimed in Claim 1, wherein said sending step d) 
further comprises establishing delivery of said request to the second party by embedding said 
request in an Instant Message. 

11. The method for establishing communications as claimed in Claim 1, wherein said sending step d) 
further comprises establishing delivery of said request to the second party by embedding said 
request in an e-mail message. 
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12. The method for establishing communications as claimed in Claim 1, wherein said interrupting 
step b) is invoked automatically upon failure to establish a communication channel to said second 
party. 

13. A system for establishing communications between first and second parties comprising: 

a means for generating a request initiated by a first party for establishing a communications 
channel over a first communications network between said first party and a second party; 

an intermediary server means interrupting receipt of said request; and, 

a means at said intermediary server for translating the request into a network object and 
communicating the network object to the second party via a second communications network, said 
network object enabling a second party to communicate acceptance of communicating with said first 
party upon receipt thereof or at a future time back to said server device, said intermediary server 
means further includes means for initiating creation of a communications channel between the first 
and second user. 

14. The system for establishing communications as claimed in Claim 13, wherein said intermediary 
server is connected to both first and second communications networks, said second party 
accepting a network object's request and communicating this acceptance to the intermediary 
server via the second communications network. 

15. The system for establishing communications as claimed in Claim 14, wherein said first 
communications network is a telephone communications network and said second 
communications network is a data communications network, said network object including said 
request appearing on a second party's attached network device. 

16. The system for establishing communications as claimed in Claim 14, wherein said first and 
second communications networks are data communications networks, said first party initiating 
establishment of a communications connection with the second party using a computer 
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application, said network object including said request appearing on a second party's attached 
network device. 



17. The system for establishing communications as claimed in Claim 13, wherein said network object 
includes means for enabling a second party to generate a message concerning said request back to 
said first party via said network object, said system farther including means for generating a 
corresponding message for display on a first party's attached network device. 

18. The system for establishing communications as claimed in Claim 13, wherein a rejection message 
includes a text message for rejecting said request, said system further including means for 
translating the rejection message from text into a voice message and for playing the translated 
voice message to the first party over an attached synchronous communications device via said 
first communications network. 

19. The system for establishing communications as claimed in Claim 13, wherein said intermediary 
server includes means for determining availability of a second party via said second 
communications network. 

20. The system for establishing communications as claimed in Claim 19, wherein said intermediary 
server includes means for establishing a socket connection from said availability determining 
means for delivering said request to the second party. 

21. The system for establishing communications as claimed in Claim 13, wherein said means for 
communicating the network object includes embedding said request in one or more of: an Instant 
Message, or e-mail message. 

22. A method for establishing a communications channel between a first and second user comprising 
the steps of: 
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a) generating a communications coupon at the initiation of a first user via a server 
device; 

b) providing said communications coupon to a second user, via a first communications 
network, said second user having the ability to either accept or reject said 
communications coupon upon receipt thereof or at a future time via said first 
communications network; and, 

c) upon acceptance of said communications coupon by said second user, said server 
device establishing a communications channel between said first user and a second 
user via a second communications network. 



23. The method for establishing a communications channel as claimed in Claim 22, wherein said 
providing step b) comprises establishing a socket connection between an attached second user's 
device and a listening application executing at said server device. 

24. The method for establishing a communications channel as claimed in Claim 22, wherein said 
providing step b) comprises embedding said communications coupon in an Instant Message 
communicated to the second user. 

25. The method for establishing a communications channel as claimed in Claim 22, wherein said 
providing step b) comprises embedding said communications coupon in an e-mail message 
communicated to the second user. 

26. The method for establishing a communications channel as claimed in Claim 22, wherein said step 
c) of establishing a communications channel between said first user and a second user includes 
the step of determining the identities of the first and second user and the communications 
channels supported by both the first and second user. 
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27. 



The method for establishing a communications channel as claimed in Claim 22, wherein said step 
c) of establishing a communications channel between said first user and a second user includes 
determining the communications channels currently available to both the first and second user. 



28. The method for establishing a communications channel as claimed in Claim 22, wherein said step 
c) of establishing a communications channel between said first user and a second user includes 
determining said communications channel based on prioritized lists of communications channels 
for both the first and second user. 



29. A system for establishing a communications channel between a first and second user comprising 
a server means for generating a communications coupon at the initiation of a first user via a 
server device, said server means communicating said communications coupon to a second user, 
via a first communications network, said second user having the ability to either accept or reject 
said communications coupon upon receipt thereof or at a future time via said first 
communications network; and, upon acceptance of said communications coupon by said second 
user, said server device establishing a communications channel between said first user and a 
second user via a second communications network. 



30. The system for establishing a communications channel as claimed in Claim 29, wherein said 
server means executes listening application for determining availability of second user's devices 
attached to said first communications network, said server device including means for 
establishing a socket connection between an attached second user's device and said listening 
application executing at said server device. 
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